OY By the King, 


A Proclamation for the better execution of the Office of His Ma- 
ieſties Exchanger, and Reformation of ſundry Abuſes and Fraudes practiſed 
vpon his Maieſties Coynes. 


al Hcreas the Exchange of all manner of Gold and Siluer currant 


72007 f in moneys, oꝛ other wiſe . as the buying ſelling, and exchanging of all 
$8//2 || manner of Bullion in Species of Fozretgne Coynes, Billets, Ingots, 
ed other pieces of Gold oꝛ Siluer fine , refined o2 allayed howſoeuer, 
| 9 || being fit foꝛ Dur Mint, hath ener been, and ought to be Our ſole, and 
@ || apP20p2tate right, as part of Dur P2erogatiue Royall, and ancient 
2M || Reuenew, wherein none of Dur Subiects, of what Trade, Pyſtery, 
gon quality ſoeuer,oughtat all, without Dur ſpeciall Licence, tofnter- 
55 meddle, the ſame being pꝛohibited by diners Acts of Parliament, @P28- 
— . dlamatiõs both ancient c moderne, heretofoꝛe made Epubliſhed in that 
behalte: Andwyere as Sur Selfe,and diners Our Royal Pꝛedeteſſours, haue, foꝛ ſome time now 
paſt,. tolerated an indifferent, and pꝛomiſtuous kinde of liberty to all, but eſpecially to ſome ofthe 
Myſtery e Trade of Goldſmiths within Our Citie of London ᷑ ellewhere within Our Domint- 
ons, not onely to makethe ſaid Exchanges but to buy and ſell all maner of Bullion of Gold x Sil⸗ 
uer; and from thente ſome of them haue growen vnto that licenciouſneſle, that they haue foꝛ dt 
uers yeeres pꝛeſlumed foꝛ their pꝛiuate lucre and gaine, and dayly doe pzeſume to ſoꝛt and weigh 
all ſoꝛts of Moneys currant within Dur Realme, to the end to cull out the old and new Moneps. 
which either by not wearing, oꝛ by any other accident, are weightier then the reſt; Which weigh⸗ 
tieſt and beſt Moneps, haue not onelp been molten downe foz the making of Plate, Ueſſell, and 
other Manufacturtes, but euen traded and ſold to Merchants, Strangers, and others, who haue 
tranſpozted the ſame, —— the tonſumption ot Our Copnes hath been greatly occaſioned, 
not onely to the ſtartitie of turrant Moneys, eſpetially ot ſiluer Coyne, but alſo to the great depꝛa⸗ 
uation, and — the remainder of Dur Stluer moneys, not expozted oꝛ conſumed by the 
- abuſes and paactiſes afozeſaid. and to the rayſing of the Siluer enen of Dur owne Moneys to a 
Rate and Pꝛite aboue Our Mint, and aboue what they are truely currant foꝛ: By reaſon where⸗ 
of no Siluer can bee 2 thither, but tothe loſſe or ſuch as bꝛing the lame, contrary to the 
Lawes and politie of Dur Realme, and ot diners Actes of Parliament, and late Pzoclamations 
in that tale pꝛouided aud publiſhed; The longer permiſſion of all which, would not onely re⸗ 
dound to the impeachment of Dur P2erogatine Royall, but doth directly tend to the impoueriſh⸗ 
ment and deſtruction of Our Kealmes. 
Wherefoze, Wee vpon theſe,#diuers other weightie conſiderations, with the Aduite and ton⸗ 
ſentof Our Pztuy Counſel, reſoluing, not onely to pꝛoceede to an entire and perfect refoꝛmation 
ofthe aboue mentioned, and other ſuch like abules, by the diligence and induſtry of ſuch, to whoſe 
care and vigilantie wee ſhall commit the ſame, but alſo to reſume Our laid right, and to tom⸗ 
mit the truſt and exerciſe thereof to ſuch as ſhall duelyadminiſter the ſame to Our pꝛolit, and the 
good of Our Realme, haue to that purpoſe, by Our Letters Patents, conſlituted and appointed 
Our right truſty and right welbeloued Couſin and Counſellour, Henry Earle of Holland, to haue 
the Office of Our Changes,Exchanges, and Sutthanges whereloener,within Hur Realmes of 
England nnd Ireland, and Dominion of Wales, To exerciſe the ſame by himſelfe, oꝛ ſuch ſuffictent de- 
puties as he will anſwere foꝛ. And therekoze, tothe end that hee and they may the better per- 
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— 


ozperſons, of what Trade 


- fozme truſt w i Wee committed 2 
ae eb prep; 
charge and command, Thatno Goldſmith, oz other 


02 oy euer,other then the ſaid Henry, Earle of Holland, his Deputies,oz Allignes , 
02 


„within thꝛee miles of Our Citie of London, from and after the foure 


this 
Dominton of wales, oꝛ any ofthem, from and after the nine and twentieth day of September then 
next enſuing, pꝛeſume.oꝛ doe change, exchange. oꝛ buy, oꝛ bzoke,ſollicite, oz dꝛiue the ging, ex⸗ 
changing,ſelling oz buying of any manner of Bullion in any Species of Fozreigne Coyne, oꝛ in 
Billets. Pngots, oz other pietes, oꝛ Maſſe of Gold oz Diluer whatſoeuer fine, refined oꝛ allayed, 
o2 of what other nature oz qualitie ſoeuer: And that no perſon, oꝛ perſons whatloener,other 
as afozeſacd,and reſpectiuely after the times afozeſaidpzeſume , 02 doe giue, take, oꝛ recetue,foz, by 
reaſon, oꝛ vpon the changing oz exchanging ofany after 
halbe made e declared the currant Poneys of this Our Realme of England, Dominion ofw 
foz other the currant Moneys of the lame, by way of payment, computation, reward, oz thing 
- foz — — otherwiſe howſoeuer,anyſumme oꝛ ſummes of whatloeuer, aboue,oz moꝛe 
then the laid currant Coynes ſo exchanged be,o2 ſhalbe currant foz. And foz the better retoꝛmati⸗ 
on ofthe abuſes aboue mentioned, and ofſuch line nature, conterning, betalling, oꝛ pꝛactiſed 
vpon Our 2 Bullion, oz 23 — oz Diluer,Wee do hereby declare 
— the all perſotrs wharſoeue —— ——— — — 
, pe , oblerue, 
1 hereuntoaunexed, as they wall anlwere the contrary thereof at their 
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That they 
cution of 
fo: diſcouery 


Articles, which,by vertue of Our Proclamation hereunto annexed, Wee 
will and commaund ſhall bee duely obſerued. 
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Item, We will and command. that the Statutes and bzanches of Statutes hereafter particu- 
larly expꝛeſſed, be duely put in execution (that is toſay)the Statutes made at Yozke,in the ninth 
yeereof the reigne of King Edward the third, the ſixth , ninth, and centh Chapters, whereby it 
is pꝛouided That from thencefozth,the Mayoꝛs and Bathifes in euery Pozt where Merchants, 
and ſhips ſhould be, ſhould take an oath of the Maſters, and Merchants of ſhips, going, and 
comming agatne, that hey (hould doe no fraud againſt the pꝛouiſion of that Law, in any point, 
and that good and ſtrait ſearch ſhould be made in all places, vpon the Sea coaſts, in Bauens, 
andelſwhere, where any arriual ſhould be, by good, and lawfull men chereto \Wozne,that in the 
Kingsname, they ſhould make diligent ſearch, that no man of what eſtate o2 degree ſoeuer, 
ſhould carry out of this Realme,ſterling money, ſiluer oꝛ plate, noꝛ veſſell of gold oꝛ ſiluer, with⸗ 
out the Kings licence, and that the Searchers ſhould haue the fourth part foz their labour, of as 
much as they ſhould finde ſo fozfeited, and to looſe all his goods if he diſpence with any man, and 
be thereof attaint,as by the ſame Statute(amongſt other things)moze fully doeth appeare : And 
one other Statute, made in the ſecond yeere,of the raigne of king Henry the fourth the fifth chap⸗ 
ter, whereby the King did o2datine,x eſtabliſh, That from thentefoꝛth, if any ſearcherofthe King 
might finde golde, oꝛ ſiluer in Copne, oz in Malle, in the keeping of any that ſhonld bee paſſing, 
oꝛ vpon his paſſage, in any ſhip, oꝛ veſlel,fo2 to goe out of any poꝛt, hauen, oꝛ creeke ofthe Realime, 
without the Kings ſpetiall licente, that gold, oꝛ ſiluer, ſhould be foꝛfeited to the Ring (lauing his 
reaſonable expences) as bythe ſame Statute, it doth and may moze at large appeare. | 

And We doe elpectally charge and command, that the Matoꝛs, and 2Bayliffes in enery Poꝛt, 
where Merchants, and ſhips ſhalbe, and all ſuch to whom the ſame ſhall, oz may in any wile ap- 
pertaine, do from hencefozth with ſpeciall careand vigilancy, not only take the oath ofall Maſters 
of ſhips, and Merchants, accoꝛding to the true meaning ofthe ſaid ſtatute, made in the ninth peere 
ofking Ed wardthe third, bat allo take an oath ofall ſuch Maſters, and Merchants of ſhips. going 
and comming, as afozeſatd, that they haue not tranſpozted oꝛ conueped out of this Realme, any 
gold, oꝛ ſiluer. contrarp to the true intent ofthe laid Pꝛotlamation (gien the eleuenth dap of Tune, 
in thetwentieth peere of the reigne of our layd Royall father befoze recited) at any time oz times 
ſince they,o2 any of them reſpettiuelp tooke,o2 hadnotice oꝛ knoWledge,of Our pzohibitton there- 
of, by the firſt Article bekoze contained. 


 l[rem, Wee Will and command, That no Goldſmith, Finer,o2 Parter oz otherperſon what⸗ 

ſoener, of what Pyſtery,Trade,o2quality ſoeuer hee be, pꝛeſume, enterp2ize,oz doe melt, oꝛ cauſe 

to be molten, any gold oꝛ ſiluer Copnes, which now are,o2 Hereafter ſhalbe the currant moneys of 

any Our Realmes oꝛ Dominions either to make Plate, Ucſſ:11,02 foz any other Manufacture,oz 

vſe whatſoeuer.no2pzeſume,o2 doe cull.oꝛ ſoꝛt from the reſt, anp the weightier Moneys,to the in⸗ 

tent to conney the ſame out ofthis Realme ,o2 to melt, oꝛ other wile to alter it from Copne, con- 
trary to diuers Lawesand Pꝛotclamations publiſhed in that behalfe. 


Item, that no perſon oꝛ perſons, other then Our Changer, oꝛExchanger, foꝛ the time being, his 
Deputies, oꝛ Allignes, their Fattoꝛs 02 Seruants, do receiue,. oꝛ take by way of payment exchange 
oꝛ tomputation, oꝛ other way whatſoeuer , directly oꝛ indirectlp, foꝛ any Species of Foꝛreigne 
Coine, oꝛ other Gold oꝛSiluer, in Pieces, oꝛ Male, fined, refined oꝛ allayed,aboue,o2 moꝛe then the 
Rates oꝛ Pꝛites which now are, oz hereafter ſhall, oz map be ginen, payed , oꝛ allowed foꝛ the 


ſame, at Dur Mint oz Exchange. | 


lem, Me will and declare, the Statute made in the eighteenth yeere of the reigne ofthe late 
Nueene Elizabeth, Yntituled, An Act foꝛ refoꝛmation of abuſes in Goldſmiths,be put in due exe- 
cution. And whereas by that Act, no Goldſmith ought to take foꝛ any Plate, Ueſſell, o: wozke 


ok Gouldſmitherie of gould, abone twelue pence the ounce, noz foꝛ plate, Ueſſell, oz wozke of + 


gouldſmitherte of ſiluer, aboue twelue pence the pound weight. oz rateably beſides the faſhion, 
moze then the buyer ſhall. oꝛ may be allowed foꝛ the ſame at the Kings exchange. oꝛ Mynt. which 
good and p2ofitable Law hath not beene yet of any effect, by reaſon, that vpon euery ſuch ſale 
of gould, 02 ſiluer plate, oz other Gouldlimiths wozke, there is no diſtinction made, oꝛ rate 
ſetof gould, oꝛ ſiluer apart, and ofthe faſhion apart, whereby might appeare what the one, oꝛ 


the other was rated andpzized at: To the ende to anotd this conſuſion, Mee doe will and Com- 


mand.accozding to the rule and oꝛder of cther States, That enery gouldſmith vponeuery ſale 
ok any gold, oꝛ ſiluer, oꝛ other woꝛke of G.'**'>ſ\mitherte, doe demand foꝛ, value, oꝛ rate apart, the 
gould, oz luer, and the faſhion oꝛ woꝛkemanſhip apart. And vpon euery ſuch ſale, chall deliuer 
and giue vnto the buyer ol any ſuch plate, oꝛ other woꝛke of Gouldlmitherie demanding the ſame, 
a note. oꝛ ticket lubltribed with his name oꝛ marke, wherein ſhall be expzeſſed, the day of the lale, 


and the weight of ſuch plate, oꝛ veſſell , oz other woꝛke of Gouldlmitherie, of Gould oz liluer 


3 


ſold, and the valne oꝛ rate of gold and ſilver apart, and the value and rate of faſhionand wozke- 
manſhip apart, by which may appeare at what rate, the one oz the other is valued oz rated, wher⸗ 
by no frande oꝛ deceit tan be made to the ſayd Statute : And that the buyer, ſelling the ſame a- 
gaine, may know, what to deinaund foꝛ the lame at the Kings Exchange oz Mynt. 


tem, To the end to auoyde and put to Our Coyne all Gold money currant within this Dur 
Realme being Clipped, Wached, oꝛ by any other meanes vnlawfully diminiſhed, oꝛ lacking ofthe 
iuſt weight thereof; otherwiſe then accoꝛding to the rates hereafter ſeuerally expzeſſed, and with 
the allowance ofthe remedies let down in diuers foꝛmer Pꝛotlamations of Queene Elizabeth, and 
of Our late Father of bleſſed memozy, (that is to ſay) In euer peece of Gold turrant foꝛ xxx. s. 
xx. s. xb.s. x. 8. v.. 11.5, vi.d. the remedie and abatement ſhall not exceede 4. Graines anda halfe, 
3. Graines, 2. Graines and a halfe, 2. Sraines, I. Graine, halfe a Graine: All which remedies (hal be 
allowed in euery peece attoꝛdingly, the ſame wanting no moꝛe being to paſſe, as if it were of full 
weight and inſt value. Butifany luch peete of Coyne ſhall lacke ofthe true weight thereof aboue 
the remedies afoꝛe expꝛeſſed, then We doe ſtraitly charge and command, That no perſon oz per- 
ſons whatſoeuer ſhall accept oꝛ offer them in payment, vpon any allowance oz defaulcation, foz 
want of weight whatſoeuer, but that the ſame be, and ſtand by theſe pꝛelents decryed doWne,and 
vncurrant. And that it ſhall be lawfull foꝛ euery perſon oꝛ perſons,to whom offer of payment of 
any the layd peetes lightned as afozeſayd, ſhall vee made, to bzand the ſame, by ſtriking a hole in 
euery of the layd pieces ſo offered in payment, rendung thoſe pieces ſo bꝛanded then pzeſently af- 
terwards to the owners thereof againe : which ſayd lightned oz bꝛanded pteces, Our pleaſure is, 
ſhall be brought and carryed to Pur Exchanges oꝛ Mint, there againe to bee molten and conuer- 


ted into Coyne, 


Item, Fozaſmuch as it is impoſſible, but that the rates and pꝛites of Gold and Siluer in Dur 
Mint, oꝛ Exchanges will bee exceeded, and the fame not to bee pꝛeuented, ſo long as way ſhall oz 
map be giuen foꝛ the bꝛinging in, ſelling oꝛ benting ok any falle, deceftfull oz counterfeit Golde oꝛ 
Siluec, Plate, Ueſſel, Gier, ſpangles, Oaes Gold oz Siluer thꝛeed, Lace, Rings, Spoones, Bod- 
kins, oꝛ other Manukacturies, being not made, wzought, oꝛ ſold actoꝛding to the Standard of Dur 
Mynt. oz the Gold ſmiths Hall, contrary to diners Lawes and Pꝛotlamations heretofoze en- 
atted and published foz redꝛeſſe of the lame; _—— therefoꝛe will and command, Thatnoſuch 
falſe,deceitfull oz tounterfet Stuffe, oꝛ Manufacturie whatloeuer, of Gold oꝛ Siluer leſſe in fine- 
neſſe, oꝛ ſtandard then Hur Moneys of Gold oꝛ Stluer be made, wꝛought, vented, ſold, oꝛ impoꝛted 
within oꝛ into Our ſaid Realme of England, oꝛ any other our Domintions. 

Declaringneuertheles , that We doe not intend by Our laid Pꝛoclamation, oꝛ any oftheſe pꝛe⸗ 
ſent Articles, to reſtraine any of Our Merchants impoꝛting Bullion from the parts beyong the 
Seas, oꝛany other of Our ſubiects foꝛ any Gold oz Siluer growing, oꝛ found within any of Pur 
Realms 02 Domintons whatloeuer, but that they, and enery of them ſhall ſtil be, and remaine at 
liberty to carry their laid Bullion vnto Our lapd Exchange, oꝛ to Our Mynt, there to be molten 
into Our Copnes at their election, Any thing in thele pzeſents notwithſtanding. And pet Pur 
pleaſure is, c Me doe hereby ſtraitiy charge and command, That no Gold ſmiths whatſocuer,oz 
other trading as a Gold · ſmith, chall, oꝛ doe by colour oꝛ pꝛetente of being ſeruant oz Factoꝛ to any 
ſuch Merchant oꝛ other wile in the name of any ſuch Merchant, buy, ſell, oz bzing to Pur Mynt, 
oꝛ otherwiſe intermeddle at all with any (ſuch Bullion, but after the ſayd ſeuerall dayes be- 
foꝛe limited, (hall bꝛing, and carry the lame vnto Our lapd Exchanger,his Deputies. Factozs, oꝛ 
Seruants, there to be ſold, and exchanged, accoꝛding to the true intent of Our ſapd Letters Pa⸗ 
tents, and Articles aboneſayd , not intending neuertheleſſe, but that the ſayd Goldſmiths may vſe 
their Trade of Goldſmithery as fully and amply, as heretofoze they lawfully might.o2 could doe: 
And that they #euery of them map vle c entoy the Franchiſes and liberties which they now law- 
fully haue © hold, by oz from the Grants, oꝛ Charters of Us, oꝛ any Dur P2edeceſſo2s, Kings of 
England, and may likewiſe exchange, oꝛ buy any Gold o2 Siluer, Plate, in Ueſſell, oꝛ other Manu⸗ 
factury of Gold oꝛ Siluer, as heretofoze they lawfully might, oꝛ could, ſo that the ſame be bought 
oz exchanged onely to make Plate,o2 other woꝛke of Goldſmtthery,p2oper and belonging to their 
Trade, and be made and conuerted into the lame, and lo as they doe not giue arate, oꝛ pꝛite fo: 
the ſame, aboue the rate oꝛ pꝛite of Dur Mynt; And like wile, that by colour oꝛ pꝛetente hereof 
they doe not buy, exchange, oz intermeddle at all with any Foꝛreigne Species of Money, oz other 
Bullion whatſoeuer , Impoꝛted, oꝛ comming from the parts beyond the Seas, oꝛ of the pꝛoper 
growth, oz being found within any Our Realmes and Domintons: All which Our plealure is, 
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hall immediatiy bee tarryed, and bꝛought vnto Dur ſayd Mynt, oꝛ Exchanges, to bee conuerted 

into Dur Coyne, in augmentation and encreale thereof, foz Our pzofit, and the good ol Our 

Realme: — of pꝛattiſe, vlage, oz cuſtome herein made oz had to the contrary in any 
wile notwithſtanding. | 


Item, Our expꝛeſſe will and pleaſure is, that the Pzemiſes, and enery Article thereof, beobſer- 
ued and kept. not onely vpon paine and penaltie of ſuch fozfeitures and other puniſhments,as by 
any the Lawes oꝛ Statutes ofthis Our Realme, in ſuch caſes made and pꝛouided, may bee in · 
flicted vpon the offendozs in the Pꝛemiles, but likewiſe vpon penaltie of ſuch fines and cen- 
ſires as by Pur Court of Starre-chamber, may be inflicted vpon wilfull contemners of Our 
Royall will and Command, grounded vpon the good and well fare of Our Realme: to 
which purpoſe, Our wil x pleaſure is, and We do hereby ſtraitly charge and command Our At- 
tourny General fo: the time being, to infozme againſt ſuch perſons in Our Court of Star cham⸗ 
ber from time to time, whoſe contempt and diſobedience againſt this Pur RoyallCommand, 
ſhall merit the cenſure of Our ſayd Court, and to pzoſecute euerp ſuch Jnfozmatton, ſpeedily, 
andeffecually, vntill the ſame ſhal be bꝛought to ſentence: | 

Declaring neuertheleſſe, that Wee doe notintend, oz compꝛehend vnder any the Fozfeitures, 
Penalties, oꝛ Cenſures aboue expꝛeſſed, any ſuch perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoener , who commit- 
ting 02 offending againſt any the pzemiſes with any other perſon, ſhall within fourty dayes next 
after his ſayd offence,and delict perpetrated (ſo the ſame bee befoze any other perſon hath related 
and diſcouered his offence,oz pꝛoteeded againſt him) diſcouer ſuch other perſon oꝛ perſons with 
whom he tommitted oꝛ did the layd offence,but fo2 ſuch his Pnfo2mation, relation, and diſcoucry, 
(Hall be both freed of his owne Fozfeitures, Penalties , and Cenſure afozeſayd, as alſo enioy all 
| ſuch part ofthe Fozfeiture ofthe ſaid other party to theſame offence, as amply as any other Jn⸗ 

foꝛmer 02 Relatoz,not hating offended, might haue done, to whom, and to all other Diſcouerers, 

and ſuch as will infozme, concerning the pꝛemiles, ouer and beſides ſuch part ofthe Foꝛfeitures 

and Penalkies allowed them by any the Statutes, o2 Actes of Parliament, made concerning the 
p:emiles , ſuch part ot the Fozfeitures attruing to Us, as by Our ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall be 
| thought fit, (hall be giuen and payd vnto them and euery of them, foz their further reward foz 
| their diſcoueryof any offence committed againſt all,oz any of the pꝛemiſes. 


Giucn at Our Court at White-Hall the fiue and twentieth day of May, in the third yeere of Our Reigne of 
| England, Scotland, France, and Ireland. 


God fave the King. 
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to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 
M. DC. XXVII. 


The Office of His NA aieſties Exchange for the Citie of London , # kept at the Houſe of the 
late Shiriffe Weſtthrows, — againſt Is Inne, called, The George, in L umbard· Nrecte. 


